
A N N U A L  R E P O R T
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

At Southern Minnesota 
Independent Living 
Enterprises & Services

Helping people with
disabilities where
they are so they can get 
where they are going. 



Thank you for
your support.
Your donations make it 
possible to lift and support 
people with disabilities as 
they strive for independence.
Your donations build ramps, 
champion advocacy, offer 
information and referrals, 
strengthen transition and 
support peer mentors.
Your gift to Southern 
Minnesota Independent 
Living Enterprises and 
Services is tax deductible as 
allowed by law, but most 
importantly your gift 
supports dignity.
We offer secure credit card 
donations on our website: 
www.smilescil.org
On behalf of the thousands 
of people in our service area 
and beyond who we serve 
annually:
                        THANK YOU!



Getting out in the community

1. North Mankato Fun Days Parade. 2. 
Visitors to Interlaken Heritage Days in 
Fairmont enjoyed the SMILES-sponsored 
canoe rides. 3. Adaptive water skiing 
allowed consumers to get out onto the 
lake.
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461 Information & Referral

216 People in Independent Living 
Skills

41 Ramps built

55 Persons reached with Assistive 
Technology

Individual Advocacy Served 25 
People

29 Volunteers Provided 1,135 hours of 
Peer Counseling to 25 People

9 Transition Youth

3 Nursing Home Transition

58 Provided PCA Services

89 Individuals received Consumer 
Directed Community Supports

SUPPORTING THOSE WITH DISABILITIES
TO REALIZE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE YEAR
Gus Johnson CFA
Members of the Gus Johnson 
Citizens for Accessibility group 
successfully sought getting a 
four-way stop at Fourth and 
Washington Streets, addressing 
pedestrian safety concerns.

Fairmont CFA
The Fairmont group received 
good coverage in the Fairmont 
paper for efforts to increase 
accessible transportation. Both 
CFA groups meet monthly under 

the direction of Jenn Jones.

Getting on the water
SMILES was again happy to 
sponsor Wilderness Inquiry free 
canoe rides at Interlaken Heri-
tage Days in Fairmont in June. 
In addition, Tom Winter and 
Jean Marti from the board were 
able to serve as grand marshals 
in their hometown parade. 

Adaptive water skiing allowed 
SMILES to offer an outdoor ac-

tivity to consumers, a pleasant 
change from COVID-induced 
lockdowns. Mark Origer and 
his volunteers, along with Scott 
Borgmeier and others provided 
wonderful opportunities to those 
who love to water ski.

Representative Payee
SMILES provides Rep Payee 
services for those who seek as-
sistance managing their money. 
For information, contact Tricia 
Garza at tgarza@smilescil.org.



This was a year 
of knowing and 
calculating risks



OFFICESOFFICES
Fairmont	 507-235-3488
Mankato	 507-345-7139
New Ulm	 507-354-7106

709 South Front Street, Suite 7
Mankato, MN 56001-3804

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The mission of Southern 
Minnesota Independent 
Living Enterprises & 
Services (SMILES) is to 
support people with 
disabilities to realize 
their full potential.

Our Vision is a world 
without barriers with 
equal opportunities 
and choices for an 
independent life.

VISIONVISION&&MISSIONMISSION 

www.smilescil.orgwww.smilescil.org


